United States Diplomatic Mission to Nigeria, Public Affairs Section
Plot 1075, Diplomatic Drive, Central Business District, Abuja
Telephone: 09-461-4000. Website at http://nigeria.usembassy.gov

PN e 2
— . ¥ 4 VY & PN

3
PRESS RELEASE August 13, 2021
For Immediate Release PR-**/2021

USAID Supports Revitalization of Primary
Health Care in Nigeria’s Capital Territory

Abuja — On August 12, 2021, U.S. Agency for International Development
(USAID) Mission Director Dr. Anne E. Patterson joined the Minister of State for
Nigeria’s Federal Capital Territory (FCT) Hajia Ramatu Tijani Aliyu to inaugurate
a new primary health care Steering Committee that will help the FCT
Administration improve access and delivery of primary health care to its three
million constituents.

The committee was established through a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
between USAID and the FCT signed in December 2020 to help guide a plan of
health systems reform to improve primary care service delivery. This
complements an Operations Committee inaugurated in June 2021 also established
under the pact. The committees provide planning leadership and milestone review
as to whether performance targets are being met as agreed upon in the MOU.
Ultimately, the goal is improved quality and access to health services for the
citizens of FCT.

“We recognize the important role strong and resilient health systems play in
guaranteeing universal access to health services and improving health outcomes.”
Dr. Patterson said at the inauguration. “This new Steering Committee will play a
vital role in guiding our primary health care partnership to success.”

The five-year MOU guides the FCTA in financing and managing resources,
staffing, and administering immunization programs among other facets of a strong
primary health care program. It establishes a comprehensive work plan with

Relevant information about U.S. policies and programs in Nigeria can be found on our websites: k
|

. . . Fi he P d
http://nigeria.usembassy.govandwww.usaid.gov/ng oot e

| Government of the
| S Uniited States of America
i



http://nigeria.usembassy.gov/
http://www.usaid.gov/ng

adequate budget that will be shared with partners for review and feedback. For
example, a critical challenge common to many of Nigeria’s public health
authorities responsible for primary health care is the recruitment and reassignment
of adequate numbers of skilled health workers.

The committee will be co-chaired by Minister of State Aliyu and USAID Director
Patterson, and will include senior FCT Health officials and a representative from
the Health Reform Foundation of Nigeria.

USAID will support implementation of the MOU through four key activities,
including the Integrated Health Program providing reproductive and maternal,
child health and nutrition services, the Procurement and Supply Chain Mechanism
to improve commodities logistics and supply chain management, social and
behavioral change messaging through Breakthrough Action-Nigeria, and Health
Workforce Management to build the capacity of health workers.

For more information contact: abujadoc@usaid.gov
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ABOUT USAID: USAID leads international development and humanitarian efforts to save lives, reduce
poverty, strengthen democratic governance, and help nations progress beyond assistance. In Nigeria,
USAID supports health systems strengthening, transparent and accountable governance, basic education,
and a more market-led, trade-friendly economy. For more information about USAID and its programs,
please visit https://www.usaid.gov/nigeria. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @USAIDNigeria.

PHOTO CAPTION: Minister of State for Nigeria’s Federal Capital Territory
Hajia Ramatu Tijani Aliyu thanks USAID for supporting improvements in health
service delivery for the Territory’s three million residents.
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